
To: Parents of Rising Seniors 2020-2021 
From: Senior Language Arts Teachers  
 
Dear Parents,  
 
The Coronavirus pandemic has surely impacted us all. First, we hope that you and your family are doing well. 
Due to uncertainties about the coming school year and the possibility that students may not have accessibility 
to books, we have decided not to require summer reading and an accompanying summer reading assignment 
for the coming school year. However, the Language Arts Department at Brookwood High School encourages 
all of its students to continue reading as part of our summer reading program. It is our goal to make reading a 
pleasurable activity and a learning experience.  
 
Reading provides many benefits besides the obvious increase in vocabulary skills and general knowledge. 
Therefore, as we prepare to instruct your son or daughter as a senior at Brookwood High School in the fall, we 
encourage each student to prepare for senior year by continuing to read over the summer.   
 
For rising seniors, we suggest one of the following titles be read during the summer:  

• Keeper by Mal Peet 

• Pride by Ibi Zoboi 

• The Invisible Man by H. G. Wells (Note: Not Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison) 

• Good Omens by Neil Gaiman and Terry Pratchett 

• The Cuckoo’s Calling by Robert Galbraith (aka J.K. Rowling) 
 
Students may choose to read any books this summer, as long as they keep reading! If your student is looking 
for more great picks, we encourage you to check out the 2020-2021 Georgia Peach Book Award Nominees. We 
appreciate your help as parents in stressing the value of reading in order to better your student’s opportunities 
for educational success; ultimately, we simply want students reading. Subscribe to a magazine of their choice.  
Have newspapers on hand. Just encourage reading of any sort!  
 
As for the novels listed, please see the descriptions below and on the back of this letter for more information 
about each reading choice. We are certain that you will find one of these choices engaging and rewarding. 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
Senior Language Arts Teachers  
 
P.S. This information applies to rising seniors who will be in College Prep, Honors, Gifted, Creative Writing, or 
Collab classes. Students in Dual Enrollment or AP may have different instructions. 
 
 
INFORMATION ABOUT THE SELECTIONS  
(Summaries of each book from Amazon.com) 
 
Keeper by Mal Peet 
When Paul Faustino of LA NACION flips on his tape recorder for an exclusive interview with El Gato — the 
phenomenal goalkeeper who single-handedly brought his team the World Cup — the seasoned reporter 
quickly learns that this will be no ordinary story. Instead, the legendary El Gato ("The Cat") quietly narrates a 
spellbinding tale that begins in a mythic corner of the South American rain forest, where a ghostly but very 
real mentor, the Keeper, emerges to teach the gangly boy the most thrilling secrets of the game. Combining 
vivid imagery and heart-stopping action, this evocative, strikingly ethereal novel about loyalty, passion, and 
magic will haunt readers, regardless of their love for soccer, long after the story is ended.  



 
Pride by Ibi Zoboi 
Zuri Benitez has pride. Brooklyn pride, family pride, and pride in her Afro-Latino roots. But pride might not 
be enough to save her rapidly gentrifying neighborhood from becoming unrecognizable. When the wealthy 
Darcy family moves in across the street, Zuri wants nothing to do with their two teenage sons, even as her 
older sister, Janae, starts to fall for the charming Ainsley. She especially can’t stand the judgmental and 
arrogant Darius. Yet as Zuri and Darius are forced to find common ground, their initial dislike shifts into an 
unexpected understanding. But with four wild sisters pulling her in different directions, cute boy Warren 
vying for her attention, and college applications hovering on the horizon, Zuri fights to find her place in 
Bushwick’s changing landscape, or lose it all. In a timely update of Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice, critically 
acclaimed author Ibi Zoboi skillfully balances cultural identity, class, and gentrification against the heady 
magic of first love in her vibrant reimagining of this beloved classic. 
 
The Invisible Man by H. G. Wells 
The Invisible Man is a science fiction novella by H. G. Wells published in 1897. Originally serialized in 
Pearson's Weekly in 1897, it was published as a novel the same year. The Invisible Man of the title is Griffin, a 
scientist who has devoted himself to research into optics and invents a way to change a body's refractive index 
to that of air so that it absorbs and reflects no light and thus becomes invisible. He successfully carries out this 
procedure on himself, but fails in his attempt to reverse the procedure. 
 
Good Omens by Neil Gaiman and Terry Pratchett 
There is a distinct hint of Armageddon in the air. According to The Nice and Accurate Prophecies of Agnes Nutter, 
Witch (recorded, thankfully, in 1655, before she blew up her entire village and all its inhabitants, who had 
gathered to watch her burn), the world will end on a Saturday. Next Saturday, in fact. So the armies of Good 
and Evil are amassing, the Four Bikers of the Apocalypse are revving up their mighty hogs and hitting the 
road, and the world's last two remaining witch-finders are getting ready to fight the good fight, armed with 
awkwardly antiquated instructions and stick pins. Atlantis is rising, frogs are falling, tempers are flaring. . . . 
Right. Everything appears to be going according to Divine Plan. Except that a somewhat fussy angel and a 
fast-living demon -- each of whom has lived among Earth's mortals for many millennia and has grown rather 
fond of the lifestyle -- are not particularly looking forward to the coming Rapture. If Crowley and Aziraphale 
are going to stop it from happening, they've got to find and kill the Antichrist (which is a shame, as he's a 
really nice kid). There's just one glitch: someone seems to have misplaced him. . . .  
 
The Cuckoo’s Calling by Robert Galbraith (aka J.K. Rowling) 
London Private Investigator Cormoran Strike’s final feud with his arguably insane fiancée leaves him camping 
in his office, wondering how his last two clients will keep him afloat and pay for his new secretary, Robin. 
When a childhood acquaintance asks him to investigate his supermodel sister’s apparent suicide, Strike finds a 
distraction from his problems that’s happily attached to a check. Lula Landry was surrounded by rabid 
paparazzi, a drug-addled social circle, a dysfunctional adopted family, and a shifty, newly found birth mother, 
making suicidal despair hard to dismiss. But with Robin’s surprisingly adept assistance, Strike dismantles 
witness statements, applying masterful deductive skills to find evidence of murder. This debut is instantly 
absorbing, featuring a detective facing crumbling circumstances with resolve instead of clichéd self-destruction 
and a lovable sidekick with contagious enthusiasm for detection. Galbraith nimbly sidesteps celebrity 
superficiality, instead exploring the ugly truths in Lula’s six degrees of separation. Strike bears little 
resemblance to Jackson Brodie, but Kate Atkinson’s fans will appreciate his reliance on deduction and 
observation along with Galbraith’s skilled storytelling. --Christine Tran 

 


